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IDEALISM, REALISM, AND MODERATE SIN 


Maybe we should try to get a few things cleared 
up around here, a few things like the title up there 
shows. 

In the first place, we ought to get it out of 
our heads -- and out of the heads of our critics -- 
that idealism and realism are opposites. Actually, 
they complement each other, go hand in hand. Realism 
is an objective appraisal of the present, idealism 
is an objective plan for the future. 

A big trouble is some of the stuff that tries 
to parade as realism. Take "political realism," 
for example, a phrase that is frequently thrown up 
to you. You must give here, ease up there, you are 
told, because of political reality. Don't insist 
on decent subdivision standards, park and playground 
reservations -- it isn't realistic politically. Don't 
try to enforce a housing code -- it doesn't make 
political sense. 

What they really mean is that some potent 
individual politicos stand to lose money if you 
insist on standards. 

Political realism is not giving in to the pres- 
sure of a self-seéking minority. Better, it is try- 
ing to act in accord with the way the majority would 
vote if they were given a fair statement of the case 
and a chance to vote. 

How do you think the people would vote if you 
put it up to them: Do you want parks, or don't you? 
Do you think housing should be safe and sanitary, 
or should you let a guy get away with whatever he 
can? Would you really like the convenience of 
aaving a filling station right next door? Do you 
like single-shift elementary schools within walking 
distance, or do you prefer double shift and bus 
transportation? 

There isn't much doubt how they would vote. 
This is true political realism, because sooner or 
later the people will vote on all these questions 
-- if not directly then indirectly by voting in the 
candidates who answer the questions the way people 
vant them answered, and voting out the others. 

You can see one of these struggles going on 
now on the question of billboards and the new super 
Program of highways. Does anyone have any doubt 


how the people would vote if they had the chance? 


Often people get realism mixed up with stub- 
born resistance to change or new ideas. If realism 
actually were this resistance to new ideas, Columbus 
would never have headed west to look for the Indies, 
the Wrights would never have taken off at Kitty Hawk, 
and Fermi would never have tried to start a nuclear 
chain reaction. But they all did, and today it is 
hard to deny the realism of America, of aircraft, 
of atomic fission. 

Sin in moderation is one of the difficult prob- 
lems in public affairs. Minor transgressions seem 
not worth the trouble to go after. There is a lot 
of preaching about what can be done by concerted 
action of the citizens. The preaching is true; 
much can be done. But it is mighty discouraging 
trying to organize the citizen and keep him stirred 
up about moderate little sins that don't affect him 
personally. 

This is why such things as nonconforming and 
even illegal uses in zoning are so easy to condone. 
They really are not such heinous crimes. Most 
people are kindly and sympathetic -- and more than 
a little lazy. 

So people can get away with moderate sins. In 
the lmg run they add up to a lot of trouble. Enough 
minor infractions of a housing code and you have 
Slums. Enough illegal conversions and you have 
blight. 

Slums are contrary to the ideals of ideal- 
ists, just as are crowded, over-built cities, just 
as are traffic jams and traffic deaths, just as 
are air pollution, and stream pollution, and land 
pollution. 

The big trouble is that the idealists want to 
stop these things before they happen. The so-called 
practical people don't believe in doing things this 
way. They prefer to spend $10 of their children's 
money for cure, rather than $1 of their own money 
for prevention. 

Ideas aren't always beneficial to mankind, but 
you are encouraged when you look around and see that 
the beneficial ones appear to have the best chance 
of surviving. You will do well to throw in with 
the idealists, for in the end they turn out to be 
the most practical people. (DOH) 








VAGUE LANGUAGE INVALIDATES ORDINANCE 


It is becoming increasingly common in zon- 
ing practice to employ vague language in lieu 
of measurable standards. It is inevitable that 
the courts will catch up with this practice in 
their interpretation of an elementary principle 
of the law. Namely, that adequate standards 
must exist to govern the action of administra- 
tive bodies. In a case reviewed in the June 
issue of ZONING DIGEST, the Supreme Court of 
Florida held an ordinance invalid because of 
indefinite and vague language and because of 
what amounted to contractual contingencies. 

If a nonconforming building has been con- 
demned through an eminent domain proceeding, 
may the nonconforming use be moved elsewhere 
on the property? The Supreme Court of Minne- 
sota held that it could be moved. 

If a petition for a zoning referendum is 
filed, may the signatories withdraw their sig- 
natures, and what is the effect of such with- 
drawal on the invalidation of the petition? 
This too is dealt with in the June issue of 
the DIGEST. In several decisions reviewed, 
the courts held that a nonconforming use may 
not be extended. One court held that an amend- 
ment to the zoning ordinance in the guise of a 
variance is illegal. 

Twenty-three decisions are summ&rized in 
the June ZONING DIGEST. It is available to 
subscribers on an annual basis. Rates will be 
given by ASPO upon request. 











METROPOLITAN, NOISE SYMPOSIUMS SCHEDULED 


The new federal highway program and the challenge 
it offers to improve metropolitan areas through 
coordination with urban and regional planning is 
the subject of & symposium sponsored by the Con- 
necticut General Life Insurance Company. The three- 
day meeting is to be held September 9 through 12 
at the insurance company's new headquarters in 
Bloomfield, Connecticut, a suburb of Hartfor. 

Noise control problems will be discussed at 
the eighth annual National Noise Abatement Symposium 
to be held at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago October 
10 and 11. Approximately 12 technical papers will 
be given and two luncheon addresses during the two 
days. Inquiries concerning the symposium should 
be sent to J. J. Kowal, Armour Research Foundation, 
10 West 35th Street, Chicago 16. 


METROPOLITAN AREA HOUSEHOLDS INCREASE 


Nine-tenths of the increase in the number of 
households in the United States between 1950 and 


1956 took place in metropolitan areas, according 
to the Bureau of the Census. The estimated number 
of households in metropolitan areas rose from 24.7 
million in 1950 to 29.3 million in 1956, an increase 
of 4.6 million households. The estimated number 
in other areas changed from 18.9 to 19.5 million, 
a difference of only 600,000 households. 
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PLANNING N-4Sa—-S 


The Maryland-Natio-~>: Cs pital Park and Planning 
Commission is being re sized as the result of g 
new law that increased the jurisdiction of the plan. 
ning agency and the number of commissioners on it, 
The law enlarged the commission from six to ten 
members and switched control of appointments frog 
the governor to the heads of Montgomery and Prince 
Georges counties. Five members will be appointed 
from each. The commission's jurisdiction was more 
than doubled by adding nearly all of a 350-square- 
mile area in the upper part of Montgomery County 
and 48 squere miles in Prince Georges County. 








The United States Public Health Service has 
made a total of $19,096,474 in federal grants to 
225 municipalities for ent constructi 
since the program was initiated in December 1956, 
The communities involved are spending an additional 
$61,798,723. The average project will serve a pop- 
ulation of about 18,000 and will cost about $310,000. 
The average federal grant has been $74,000. 


The Providence city plan commission, with th 
help of civic and business groups in the city, will 
formulate a program to develop techniques and methods 
for the renewal of the city's downtown area. The 
work will be financed by a federal demonstratim 
grant of $79,637 from the Urban Renewal Administre- 
tion and $39,819 from the city. The plan commissia 
and the downtown business coordinating council will 
set up committees to collect and analyze data anij 
formulate programs for the renewal and expansim 
of the central business district. The project is 
expected to take two years. 


Montgomery County, Maryland has passed a 
"anti-bulldozer" bill to restrain builders fra 
clearing all natural growth from land in subdivisicns, 
The county got authority to preserve trees, grass, 
and terrain under recently passed state legislatia 
against soil erosion and stream pollution. "Bull- 
dozer" control will be exercised when subdivisia 
plans are submitted to the county for approval. 





THE ORDINANCE MAZE 


Tired of trying to maze your way through? 
zoning or subdivision ordinance that is awkward t 
use because of its legal size or newspaper size @ 
bound at the top; or one in which it is almost 
impossible to spot the various sections without 
reading the whole thing; or one in which the type J 
too small and crowded and lines of print too lay! 

How to design a format that makes an ordiname 
easier to read -- without adding to the cost -- # 
the subject of the Jume PLANNING ADVISORY SERVIG 
Information Report, Towards More Readable Ordinances 
(No. 99). Examples of good formats are reproduc 
in the report. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE reports are availablé 
to subscribers; rates will be given by ASPO. 
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CAMPUS AND CAMPUS-COMMUNITY PLANNING 





Almost every university and college in the 
United States today is expanding its campus or plan- 
ning @ new one. Big or small, each is trying to 
catch up with its building program to take care of 
the students already enrolled and to plan for the 
influx predicted for the years ahead. 

Many a college campus has already reached city 
size. Ohio State University and the main campus of 
Columbia University, for instance, each had an enroll- 
ment of more than 25,000 in 1955-1956; the University 
of Illinois in Urbana, more than 24,000; and many 
others had 15,000 or more students on a single campus. 

The booming college population is the result 
of the wartime increase in the birth rate; the 
country's prosperity, which permits a larger pro- 
portion of college-age people to get more than a 
high school education; and the emphasis in today's 
world on specialization, which makes a college degree 
necessary in many fields. 

Estimates are that if in 1970, 31 per cent of 
college age people are enrolled (the comtry's present 
percentage), there will be some 4.2 million in col- 
lege, a gain of 77 per cent in number over the 2.379 
million enrolled in 1956. However, if the rate in- 
creases to 40 per cent, there will be about 5.5 
million enrolled by 1970; and should it hit 50 per 
cent, there will be nearly 6.7 million by 1970. 

Colleges are now spending about $750 million a 
year on buildings and sites, nearly double the yearly 
rate of the past ten years. But even this amount is 
probably far short of what will be needed. 

Where is the money coming from? State legis- 
latures are making bigger appropriations for publicly 
supported schools; alumni and others are giving more 
to private schools; and the federal government is 
providing aid in a variety of ways. 

Under the federal college housing program (low 
interest rate loans for student and faculty housing 
and related facilities, authorized by Congress in 
1950), about 450 loans to 375 colleges and univer- 
sities totaling about $400 million had been approved 
by the end of March 1957. In addition, federal re- 
development fumds are being used to acquire and clear 
sites for college sponsored projects, and advances 
for public works planning are being made to publicly 
supported colleges for campus buildings. 

The federal renewal-redevelopment program has 
been responsible in part for giving impetus to both 
o-campus and campus-commmity planning, and has been 
used in different ways. 

Columbia University in New York combined with 13 
other educational, medical, and religious institutions 
to finance the rebuilding of two blocks of the Man- 
tattanville redevelopment area, in the vicinity of the 
campus. The project, Morningside Gardens, includes 
housing, a shopping center, and offices. 

Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago is 
using the program in another way. It will build a 
few of its new campus facilities on land acquired 
mder the federal redevelopment program. 

The University of Chicago, on the other hand, 
has not used federal aid for acquisition of land for 
new campus buildings or for a project similar to that 

&t Columbia. But it has been an active force in the 
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Marquette University faces many problems -- a down 
town location on a big city's min thoroughfare, and 
slums, industry, and residences surrounding it. 
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federally aided renewal projects of the Hyde Park- 
Kenwood community, in which it is located. It is 
using the college housing program, and eminent domain 
powers under a state redevelopment act. 

Marquette University, in Milwaukee, is in the 
center of the projected Red Arrow renewal development; 
Wayne University, Detroit, has taken over land in the 
Gratiot redevelopment project. 

Big city, domtown wuiversities have problems 
peculiar to them. Some, such as the University of 
Pittsburgh and New York University are "skyscraper" 
schools; others, such as Marquette, are spread out 
but are hemmed in by business, slums, and industry. 

Still another problem is the big state univer- 
sity that is trying to decentralize, with separate 
campuses in population centers. A proposed University 
of Illinois- campus in Chicago has become highly con- 
troversial, partly because of the sites suggested -- 
an in-city, downtown campus, and a "county" campus 
in a western suburb on forest preserve lands. The 
University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, in need of more 
room, is considering at least four sites for a new 
campus. And the University of Maryland is trying to 
acquire more land for its Baltimore campus. 

Parking is a growing problem at almost all 
schools, as more students drive cars and more campus 
parking lots are claimed for new buildings. The 
University of Virginia, for instance, estimtes that 
about half its 5,000 students own cars, but there 
are less than 200 parking spaces on the grounds. 

Problems of traffic, streets, zoning, parking, 
housing grow as campuses grow, and with them has come 
the realization by school administrators that campuses 
are not isolated from the cities and neighborhoods in 
which they are located; that what is needed is not 
only more campus planning, but also more campus- 
community planning. 

More administrators are also realizing that most 
schools have planning problems in common; that the 
need may be for more discussion among themselves 
if solutions are to be found. 








NEW OCCUPATIONAL BRIEFS ON PLANNING 


Chronicle Occupational Briefs 
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Four new brochures and "briefs" on planning as 
a career have been published in recent months by 
educators, planners, and professional job counselors. 

Information on what planning is, what the need 
for planners is, how to go about getting training 
in the field, what schools offer degrees, what sal- 
aries can be expected is included. 

Planning for a Career is the title of the bro- 
chure published by the education committee of the 
Colorado Chapter of the American Institute of Plan- 
ners. It will be distributed to high schools in 
Denver and suburban counties, and the University of 
Colorado and the University of Denver. Copies are 
50 cents each; available from the Colorado Institute 
of Planners, 481 City and County Building, Denver 2. 

A Career for You in Planning emphasizes job 
opportunities and need for planners in the south, 
as well as the training available in southern schools. 
The leaflet was prepared by the regional committee 
on city planning of the Southern Regional Education 
Board and the Southeastern Chapter of the American 
Institute of Planners. It is available from the 
Southern Regional Education Board, 831 Peachtree 
Street, N. E., Atlanta 9. 

Science Research Associates in Chicago has 
published an occupational brief, City Planners, No. 
209, which is one in a series on major job fields. 
It is distributed mainly to high schools throughout 
the country. Science Research Associates, 57 West 
Grand Avenue, Chicago 10, will give informtion on 
the availability of the brief. 

Chronicle Occupation Briefs, City Planner 














No. 0-16.01, is published by Chronicle Guidance 

Publications, Moravia, New York, also as one of a 

Single copies cost 35 cents; 25 cents to 
Quantity prices are lower. 


series. 
students. 
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SCHOOL NOTES 





The University of Washington School of Archi- 


tecture, which has been a unit of the College or 
Arts and Sciences, has been given status as an 
autonomous college and is now the College of Archi- 
tecture and Urban Planning. The college will award 
@ bachelor's degree in urban planning and a bachelor's 
degree in architecture. 


Pratt Institute's School of Architecture in 
Brooklyn will offer, beginning this fall, a progran 
of graduate studies in city planning leading toa 
master of science degree. Two or more years of 
full-time work will be required to complete the 
course, which is offered to applicants who have a 
degree in architecture, economics, engineering, 
landscape architecture, public administration, 
sociology, or other program related to planning. 





Georgia Institute of Technology, with the 
regional committee on city planning of the Southem 
Regional Education Board, the University of Arkansas, 
the University of Florida, and Clemson College, will 
sponsor an institute in urban planning at Georgia 
Tech in Atlanta August 19 through 30. The institute 
will offer training in basic planning techniques, 
with particular emphasis on the workable program 
requirements of the Housing Act of 1954. No academic 
credit is offered. Enrollment will be limited; the 
fee will be $100 for the ten-day course. Inquiries 
should be sent to Professor Richard Wiegand, Director, 
Short Courses and Conferences, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Atlanta. 





A week-long planning course for municipal 
officials will be held at Queen's University, Kings- 
ton, Ontario, Canada, September 9 to 13. Technical 
aspects of planning will be included in the subject 
matter. Further information is available from the 
university. 





ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report 1956. Columbus City Planning Commis- 
sion, 405 City Hall, Columbus 15, Ohio. 1957. 





Annual Report 1956. Inter-County Regional Planning 
Commission, 1359 Court Place, Denver 4. 1957. 





Annual Report 1956. City Plan and Zoning Commission; 
Annual Report 1956. Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
City Hall, Des Moines, Iowa. 1957. 


Annual Report 1955. Detroit Metropolitan Area Re- 
gional Planning Commission, 800 Cadillac Square Buili- 
ing, Detroit 26. 1956. 











Planning Progress 1956. Erie Coumty Planning Board, 
City Hall, Buffalo 2, New York. 1957. 


Progress Report. Oakland County Planning Commissia, 
1 Lafayette Street, Pontiac, Michigan. 1956. 








Annual Report 1955-1956. Sacramento County Planning 
Commission, 527 Seventh Street, Sacramento 14. 19% 
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LEGISLATION ADOPTED 








rchi- ARKANSAS 
ze of City Planning (Act 186 of 1957). Repeals state 
a8 an planning laws in effect and sets up new requirements. 
rchi- Main features are: (1) permits five instead of nine 
award members on a planning commission; (2) requires prep- 
slor's aration of a planning area map and delineation of 
planning jurisdiction on the map before any plans, 
ordinances, ar regulations may be prepared or adopted; 
re in (3) requires preparation of plans in advance of 
"ogrean preparation of ordinances or regulations; (4) clari- 
p toa fies procedures for adoption of plans, regulations, 
rs of or ordinances by plan commissions or city councils. 
@ the 
1ave & COLORADO 
ring, State Planning Division (S. B. 53). Creates a div- 
tion, ision of planning in the executive department, headed 


ing. up by a director of planning; and an advisory com- 
mittee of not less than nine or more than 15 members 

















sh the to be appointed by the governor. The division, 

uthern which takes over the wark of the former state planning 

ANsas, commission, is charged with preparing long-range 

}, will plans for the development of the state, its agencies 

eorgia and departments, and subdivisions of them. Failure 

titute or refusal to give the division requested informatio 

iques, constitutes a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 

rogran $10 to $500. 

sademic 

>d; the CONNECTICUT 

juiries Regional Planning Fimds (H. B. 1673). Appropriates 

rector, $90,000 for two years to the state development com- 

tute of mission for studies and plans to define the logical 
economic and planning regions of the state and to 
provide technical assistance to metropolitan and 

icipal regional areas. 

Kings- 

chnical Regional Planning (H. B. 1146). Amends regional 

sub ject planning enabling law (Chapter 46) to provide that 

rom the when a regional planning authority has been created, 
it will have the right to plan for the entire area 
of the region, whether all municipalities in the 
region vote for it. 

Commis- Trailer Camps and Sand and Gravel Pits (Public Act 

57. 354, Laws of 1957). Clarifies powers and duties of 
towns and of zoning commissions in regard to reg- 

‘Lanning ulation of trailer camps and sand and gravel pits. 

57. 
MINNESOTA 

nission; Department of Business Planning Service (Chapter 842, 

stment. laws of 1957). Authorizes the department of busi- 
ness development to provide planning assistance, 
such as surveys, land use studies, and urban renewal 

Area Re- plans, to cities, counties, and metropolitan and 

re Buili- regional areas. 
MISSOURI 

g Board, County Zoning (S. B. 55). Permits a county of the 
second or third class to zone outside the limits of 
&acity, tow, or village of 35,000 or more popula- 

mission, tion that already has zoning, but only within a 





56. radius of 40 miles from the corporate limits of the 

city. However, all areas of a cowmty adjacent to 
Planning & county that has a city of more than 450,000 pop- 
. 1956. ulation may be zoned. 
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MONTANA 

Joint Planning (H. B. 413). Permits cities and 
counties to form joint planning boards to deal with 
problems that cut across city boundaries. 





TEXAS 

Planning Assistance (H. B. 434). Authorizes the 
state department of health to arrange planning 
assistance for cities of 25,000 or less population 
and to accept federal grants. 





WASHINGTON 

Regional Planning (Chapter 149, Laws of 1957). 
Authorizes cities and counties to cooperate in for- 
mation of regional planning agencies; permits such 
agencies to receive federal planning money. 





Limitation on Planning Commission Authority (Chapter 
194, Laws of 1957). Authorizes city councils to 
affirm, modify, or disaffirm any recommendation of 
a city planning commission. The law meets the prob- 
lem of a recent Washington Supreme Court decision 
in which it was held that a council could not rezone 
an area unless a favorable recommendation had been 
made by the planning commission. 





Department of Commerce and Economic Development 
(Chapter 215, Laws of 1957). Creates a department 
of commerce and economic development of three divi- 
sions: (1) industrial development to aid in attract- 
ing industry; (2) tourist promotion; and (3) research. 





MINNEAPOLIS -ST. PAUL REGIONAL PLANNING 


A regional planning commission for the Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul metropolitan area was authorized by 
the Minnesota legislature (Chapter 463, Lawa of 
1957). The regional commission will have planning 
jurisdiction over inter-municipal matters in five 
counties -- Hennepin, Ramsey, Dakota, Anoka, and 
Washington. Any other contiguous county may be 
added to the planning body by action of its county 
commissioners. 

Representation on the commission is given to 
the two central cities (two each), the five counties 
(one each), suburban municipalities (one for each 
50,000 population -- presently six), the school 
districts (one), the towns (two), and public cor- 
porations in the area (two). In addition, seven 
members -- private citizens and representatives of 
groups interested in regional planning -- are to be 
appointed by the governor on a bi-partisan basis. 
At least three must be residents of the two central 
cities. 

The commission is charged with gathering data 
and making studies and plans with respect to govern- 
mental matters that concern more than one government 
and that do not begin and terminate within the bound- 
aries of any single governmental unit. Plans of any 


political subdivision that have a regional impact 
may be submitted to the commission for advice at 
the optiam of the governing body. 

The commission work is to be financed by an 
area-wide tax levy not to exceed one-tenth of a 
mill, which at current valuation should bring in 
about $86,000. 


PERSONALS 


TED B. ADSIT, city manager of Salinas, California 
for the past seven years, and a former planning 
director in Pasadena, is the new city manager of 
Riverside, California. 


HAROLD BLACK, head of the Detroit City Plan Con- 
mission'e research division, has been appointed 
executive secretary of the Michigan Society of Plan- 
ning Officials, a newly created part-time position. 


HARRY BOND, formerly planning director in Glendora, 
California, is now director of planning for Culver 
City, California. 


ARTHUR J. BRAY has been appointed executive director 
of the Redevelopment Authority of Beaver Falls, 
Pennsylvania. His former position as executive 
director of the Beaver County Planning and Zoning 
Commission in Beaver, Pennsylvania has been filled 
by WILLIAM R. MOORE. 


CHRISTOPHER CAPOTIS has been appointed associate 
planner with the Mahoning County Planning Com- 
mission, Youngstown, Ohio. He was formerly with 
the Bergen County, New Jersey Planning Board. 


TRWIN T. CHRISTIAN, JR., has joined the staff of the 
Portsmouth, Virginia planning commission as assistant 
planner. His move is intrastate, from the Princess 
Anne County planning commission. 


GRAHAM S. FINNEY has been appointed planning director 
for the city of Portland, Maine, effective August 21. 
Recently he has been working toward a doctorate in 
public administration at Harvard University. 


LESTER R. FOLEY is now assistant planner in Walnut 
Creek, California. Mr. Foley was fermerly associate 
planner in Fresno County, California. 


AARON FRIED, WILLIAM HIRSCHMAN, and RICHARD SCHELL 
are newly appointed assistant planners with the 
Westchester County, New York department of planning. 


ROBERT S. HUNTER has accepted the position of director 
of planning in Newark, California. He was previously 
associate planner for the Pierce County planning 
commission in Tacoma, Washington. 


WILLIAM JOHANSSEN, who was zoning administrator 
for the Alameda County planning commission, Oakland, 
has accepted the job of planning director in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 


ROBERT S. LAWRENCE is now planning director for 
Laguna Beach, California. Before accepting this 
position he was administrative analyst for the 
Creole Petroleum Corporation. 


MISS FRANCES H. MORTON, an ASPO member, recently 
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from 
Smith College. She was the founder and is the 
executive secretary of the Citizens Planning and 
Housing Association of Baltimore. In her work, 
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CHIEF JUSTICE ARTHUR T. VANDERBILT of the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey died June 16 in a Summit, New 
Jersey hospital several days after he suffered a 
heart seizure. Justice Vanderbilt, who would have 
been 69 on July 7, played a leading role in the 
fight that led to adoption of a new constitution 
in New Jersey in 1947, and, following his appoint- 
ment as chief justice, the reform movement in the 
state's highest court. Justice Vanderbilt is credited 
with having brought to the Supreme Court a systen 
and philosophy that in turn produced some of the 
most enlightened court decisions of the day, in- 
cluding those on zoning. He was dean of New York 
University Law School before his appointment to the 
New Jersey court. 


MARTIN WAGNER, professor emeritus of city planning 
at Harvard University, died on May 23 at his hom 
in Cambridge. Dr. Wagner had formerly been chair- 
man of the city planning and building commission 
in Berlin and had long been a leading proponent of 
mass-produced dwellings. He retired from active 
teaching at Harvard in 1950. 





Miss Morton has been in the forefront of all the 
housing reforms that official Baltimore has initiated 
in the last 17 years. 


LESLIE O'GWYNN has been appointed director of city 
planning in Chicago. He is presently chief planning 
officer of the Urban Renewal Administration office 
in Chicago. Mr. O'Gwynn was a former city planner 
for Cleveland. 


OLNEY G. SMITH has taken the position of redevelopment 
director in San Jose, California. He was director 
of the urban renewal commission for the city and 
county of Denver. 


BURTON SPARER has joined the staff of the Metro- 
politan planning commission, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Recently Mr. Sparer spent several months in Central 
America, after resigning from the Syracuse city 
planning commission staff. 


HAWK H. TARHAN is leaving his senior planner positia 
in Wichita, Kansas to become senior planner in St. 
Paul. In his new position, Mr. Tarhan will be heai 
of the physical planning section of the city plannig 
board. 


RALPH THOMAS WALKER, an ASPO member since 1935, las 
been honored as "architect of the century” by th 
American Institute of Architects. Mr. Walker receive 
the institute's centennial medal of honor in Wash- 
ington, D. C., for “unstinting use of his talents 
and energies in many fields of public service." # 
is a partner in the architectural firm of Voorhees, 
Walker, Smith and Smith, New York. 


WILLIAM P. WILSON, formerly with the Baltimore re 
development commission, has been appointed residat 
planner and project director in Wheeling, Wet 
Virginia. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 








Limited Access Highways May Be Acquired (North 
Carolina). 

Hedrick ve Graham et al., Subtreme Court of 
North Carolina, Jan. 11, 1957, 96 SeE.2d 129. 

Suit was brought to restrain the state high- 
way and public works commission of North Carolina 
from acquiring a limited access highway adjacent 
to plaintiff's land. It was contended that the 
highway commission did not have authority to exer- 
cise the power of eminent domain for the acquisi- 
tion of an easement that would limit access to the 
highway. 

The court refused to accept this contention, 
pointing to the statute that authorizes the state 
highway and public works commission " -to acquire 
by gift, purchase, ar otherwise, any road or highway, 
or tract of land or other property whatsoever that 
may be necessary for a State Highway system. .. .” 
The court went on to point out that 170 miles of 
limited access roads had been constructed by the 
state highway and public works commission and are 
open to traffic. Had the general assembly been 
opposed to the construction of such limited access 
highways, the 1955 assembly could have stopped such 
work by the commission. 











Truck Traffic Route Ordinance Held Constitutional. 
McCammon ve. City of Redwood City, District 
Court of Abtbeal, California, March 26, 1957, 308 P. 
d 831. 
' ‘The city of Redwood City adopted a truck traffic 
ordinance designating streets within the corporate 
limits as routes over which trucks exceeding a maxi- 
mum gross weight of three tons could be operated. 
The ordinance prohibited the operation of such 
trucks on any other streets. Exceptions were made 
as to trucks entering from the outside and having 
& destination point inside the city, but these trucks 
were required to enter the city only on an established 
truck route. The city claimed that the streets on 
which trucks were prohibited ran through residential 
areas and the pavements were so constructed as to 
be unable to carry the load of heavy trucks. The 
ordinance was adopted under a specific legislutive 
grant by the state. 

Plaintiff is the owner of a quarry. The dis- 
tance from the quarry to Route 101 was 2.7 miles. 
It would be increased to 8.95 miles on the alter- 
nate route that was available to it. 

The court upheld the constitutionality of the 
ordinance, pointing out that there had been an ex- 
Press delegation of power from the state of Calif- 
ornia. The court said that the ordinance would not 
be held illegal merely because persons operating 
trucks would be subject to more or less inconvenience 
and perhaps some extra expense. The court pointed 
out that plaintiff's trucks are not prevented from 
delivering from any point inside a aitside of Redwood 
City. It is simply that the hauling distance to any 
Point in a general area that is east, south, or north 
of the quarry is thereby increased and results in 
increased expense. 
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Blighted Areas Act of New Jersey Constitutional. 

Sorbino v. City of Mew Brunswick, Suberior 
Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Feb. 4, 19575 
129 A.2d 473. 

The planning board and the governing body of 
the city of New Brunswick declared an area within 
that city as a blighted area. Plaintiffs brought 
this suit testing the constitutionality of the act. 

Plaintiffs contended that the blighted area 
act failed to fix and establish adequate standards 
as a guide to the municipal authorities. This con- 
tention was rejected by the court. It was also con- 
tended that the designation of the area as a blighted 
area constituted a taking of private property. This 
too was rejected by the court, which pointed out 
that even if condemnation proceedings had been begun 
and were withdrawn, there would have been no taking 
of private property. 

A further contention was that the act was un- 
constitutional because the title failed to state 
that the land would be developed by private interests. 
This was rejected. It was further contended that 
the act is defective because properties that were 
not blighted were included. The court said in 
answer to this that the act deals not with individ- 
ual preperties but with areas, and the fact that a 
few structures will be found in the area that are 
not blighted does not invalidate the determination 
that the area is blighted. 





Redevelopment Project May Include Property that is 
Not Substandard (California). 

Babcock vs. Community Redevelopment Agency of 
the City of Los Angeles, District Court of Abpeal, 
Second District, California, Jan. 28, 1957, 306 Pe2d 


5136 








Suit was brought to enjoin the community re- 
development agency and the city council of Los 
Angeles from proceeding with the Bunker Hill re- 
development project and from entering into a con- 
tract with the federal government for planning funds. 

Plaintiff is the owner of a parcel of property 
on Bunker Hill, which plaintiff claimed is safe for 
living purposes and is not dilapidated. Plaintiff 
claimed also that property in the area is increas- 
ing in value and that the owners of the property 
will develop and redevelop their properties within 
@ reasonable time without public assistance. 

The California redevelopment act states that 
a@ redevelopment area need not be restricted to build- 
ings, improvements, or lands that are detrimental 
or inimical to the public health, safety, or wel- 
fare, but may consist of an area in which such con- 
ditions predominate and injuriously affect the en- 
tire area. 

The court held that the commnity redevelopment 
agency and the city council have authority to desig- 
nate redevelopment areas, and thus the court is not 
empowered to substitute its determination for that 
of the agency or the legislative body in the absence 
of abuse of discretion, fraud, collusion, or bad 
faith on their part. 















planners library 








THE MUNICIPAL YEAR BOOK, 1957. International City 
Managers' Association, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago 
37. 1957. 581 pp., charts, tables, graphs. $10. 

The 1957 edition of this annual compilation of 
information on current problems of cities throughout 
the country includes new data on a number of subjects. 
Among those that are of particular interest to plan- 
ners is the material om metropolitan area development 
affecting cities, counties, and other local govern- 
ments, including data on the record number of annex- 
ations completed in 1956. An article on functional 
characteristics of cities describes the social and 
economic factors that affect community growth and 
development on the basis of population amd metro- 
politan status. Included in the section on planning 
are statistics for individual cities on capital 
budgeting, capital reserve funds, and municipal 
acquisition and disposal of real property. Stat- 
istics on planning agencies -- employees, budgets, 
and other data -- have been included in the 1957 
edition. 


COMMUNITY FACILITIES BIBLIOGRAPHY. National Assoc- 
iation of Home Builders, 1625 L Street, N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 1957. 140 pp. Free. 

An annotated bibliography covering « wide range 
of related subjects. There are 945 entries on pub- 
lications, plus 125 citations of legal decisions. 


A PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR THE RAVENSWOOD AREA. Harold 
F. Wise Associates, Consultants, P. 0. Box 737, 
Ravenswood, West Virginia. 1957. 78 pp., map. 

The first report prepared for the small city 
near which Kaiser Aluminum is building a new plant 
that will add 5,000 employees. The total population 
of Ravenswood in 1953 was 1,200. 


LAND USE IN PHILADELPHIA 1944-1954. City Planning 
Commission, Penn Square Building, 1317 Filbert Street, 
Philadelphia 7. 1957. 33 pp., 11x 17, maps. 

A good report, most attractively presented. 


BACKGROUND FOR PLANNING -- Physical, Social, and 
Economic. Chattanooga-Hamilton County Planning 
Commission, City Hall, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 1957. 
In three vols.: 136 pp., maps. 


THE GREEN BROOK PLAN. Planning Board, Green Brook, 
New Jersey. scott Bagby and Robert Catlin, Con- 
sultants, 45 Broadway, Denville, New Jersey. 1957. 
34 pp., maps. $3.50. 


CITY PLAN FOR OCONOMOWOC, WISCONSIN. Ladislas Segoe 
and Associates, 811 Gwynne Building, Cincinnati 2. 
103 pp., maps. $5. 


ROSETOWN PLANS ITS FUTURE. Cammmity Planning Branch, 
Department of Municipal Affairs, Regina, Saskatchewan. 
1957. 68 pp., maps, tables. $1.50. 


TULSA TOMORROW. 


Comission, City Hall Amex, 406 South Denver Avenue, 
Tulsa 3, Oklahom. 


1957. Unpaged, illus. 
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Publications listed om this page are available from 
the publishers; not from ASPO. They represent only 4 
fraction of the more than 600 that ASPO gets monthly, 
SHOPPING CENTERS RE-STUDIED -- Part One, Emerging 
Patterns, 73 pp., illus.; Part Two, Practical Ex. 
periences, 166 pp., illus. J. Ross McKeever. Tech- 
nical Bulletin No. 30, Urban Land Institute, 1200 
18th Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. $5 for each 
part. 













This re-study is extremely well done. The 
two volumes are necessary in all planning libraries, 
if planners are to understand shopping center de- 
velopment. (DOH) 







THE RHODE ISLAND SHORE -- A Regional Guide Plan Study 
1955-1970. Rhode Island Development Council, Roo 
324, State House, Providence. 1957. 119 pp., illus. 










Probably the most thorough job of regional fre 
planning we have had in the United States fora Uni 
number of years. hac 

da, 
EASTERN KENTUCKY FLOOD REHABILITATION STUDY -- 9 
Interim Report, 1957. Flood Rehabilitation Study, 
Department of Economic Development, New Capitol wal 
Annex Building, Frankfort, Kentucky. 1957. 40 pp., ane 
illus. any 

eve 
FORECASTING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN THE CHICAGO REGION: 
A PROGRESS REPORT. Irving Hoch. Chicago Area Trans- hou 
portation Study, 4812 West Madison Street, Chicago eer 
44, 1957. 61 pp., tables, diagrams. in 

doz 
HOW TO MAKE RURAL ZONING ORDINANCES MORE EFFECTIVE, vig 





University of Wisconsin, Extension Service, College loa 
of Agriculture, Madison. 1957. 21 pp., illus. 


HAMILTON COUNTY POPULATION. Chattanooga-Hamilto of 
County Planning Commission, Room 216 City Hall, man 
Chattanooga 2. 1957. 2k pp., graphs. ow 
a 

GREATER WINNIPEG 1981, A STUDY OF POPULATION GROWTH. 
Metropolitan Planning Commission of Greater Winnipeg, cit: 
301 Mitchell Copp Building, 334 Portage Avenue, 


Winnipeg, Manitoba. 1957. 29 pp., illus. $2. att 

onl 

ERIE COUNTY. -TIME FOR ACTION. Buffalo Courier- out 
Express, Buffalo, New York. 1957. umpaged, illw. 

Reprint of a series of 65 news articles m@ to s 

community problems. port 


He : 
TOWN PLANNING REPORT -- Lebanon, New Hampshire. of ¢ 
Lebanon Planning Board. Northeast Planning As- and 
sociates, Consultants, 143 College Street, Burling: 
ton, Vermont. 1957. 72 pp., maps. Dede 
r 6cen 
OMAHA PLAN. Mayor's Planning and Development Com is 
mittee. City Clerk, City Hall, Omsha. 1957. 144 Dy F Ado 
illus. $10. inte 
| Vehi 
hort 
















PROCEEDINGS, SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Florié 
Planning and Zoning Association, P. 0. Box 783, 
Auburndale, Florida. 1957. 38 pp. $3. 
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